Early Care Workgroup meeting minutes
August 23, 2010 Human Services Building
Present: Brooke Rains, Danielle, Stepp, Lisa Eack, Kelly Williams
 
After analyzing the data from the high-quality care survey from parents and providers, this is a draft of what we would like to have posted to the Lenawee Great Start website:
High-Quality Child Care Standards
for Lenawee County
 
High-quality early care is crucial to a child’s success now and in the future.   When surveyed, Lenawee County parents and licensed center and home providers had much to say about what high-quality care means to them.  All environments for children should be safe, clean and loving/nurturing.  These groups recognize high-quality child care goes above these fundamental components. 

High-quality environments for children should include:

1)        Educational and age-appropriate activities

2)       Qualified, educated staff who receive ongoing training              

3)       Low staff to child ratios and small group sizes

4)       Effective and open communication between providers and parents

5)       Providers that have knowledge of community resources and supports

6)       Low staff turnover and consistent caregivers

7)       Fun, stimulating activities and environment

8)       A program that follows a schedule and routine

9)       Providers that advocate for children and families

10)   Promoting good nutritional choices and healthy habits

11)   Promoting positive peer to peer relationships

These standards are endorsed by Lenawee Child Care Association (LCCA) and the Lenawee Early Childhood Director’s Association (LECDA).

*Please note that if a caregiver is caring for one or more children not related to them they need to be licensed.  Please visit www.mi.gov/dhs for more information.

We discussed that these standards are something we could also put in bookmark (or other) form to share with parents and child care providers, to raise awareness of high-quality care.
Other business:  Due to time constraints Amanda Duvall will no longer be with the work group. Next meeting is September 14, 5:30  at Human Services building. We will discuss identifying child development red flags, gather information about the effects of expulsion on children, and make recommendations to address providers needs with regard to what tools providers have for working with children with challenging behaviors.

Submitted by Kelly Williams
